In an effort to expand our ZOOM programming to more seniors, I wanted to take some time today to talk about different options for joining ZOOM. I know it can be confusing and a bit scary, especially if you're relatively new to computers and the Internet. But I assure you, it's safe and a great way to connect with others!

OPTION 1:
If you have already downloaded the ZOOM app to your computer or device and set up a free account (bravo, you!), how you join a meeting is very simple. You simply open the app (usually by double clicking on the ZOOM icon)  and click where it says JOIN MEETING. From here, simply enter our meeting passcode: 531 920 1110. You will be moved into the virtual waiting room until the host of the meeting admits you.

------

OPTION 2
For folks without access to a computer or internet, you can continue to use our dial-in option.

Simply call 1-855-703-8985, then when prompted, enter the meeting ID as follows: 531 920 1110#

-------

OPTION 3
But there's one other option, and it's a bit of a new thing for me...If you don't have the ZOOM app on your computer, smartphone or tablet, or don't know the first thing about downloading, but still want to  join one of our programs without driving yourself nuts, now you can. 

I recently discovered that deep within our Zoom meeting settings is a little check box that, when enabled, allows you good folks to bypass all the pesky downloading and  setting up a ZOOM account, so you can jump straight to our meetings. All you need for this option, is a computer, smartphone or device that's connected to the Internet.

To join our program using this option, on your laptop, device or smartphone, click the meeting link that we will send. It will look something like this:

Join Zoom Meeting

https://zoom.us/j/5319201110
Once you click the link (the blue part), a window will open. It will look like this:
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At this point, you have a couple options. If you click the little check box that says 'Always allow Zoom...' and THEN click the button that says Open Zoom Meetings, you will be admitted to the waiting room, and you should be able to get into our meetings in the future without going through this step again.

If you don't enable the checkbox, and you click the Open Zoom Meetings button, you'll go directly to the waiting room, but have to go through the same process every time.

If the little box that says Open Zoom Meetings? does NOT appear on your screen, DON'T PANIC! Just click on the blue tab that says LAUNCH MEETING.

Either of the above will get you where you need to be without having to set up a ZOOM account, or download the app. I wish I had known about this earlier! In any event, the great thing about this last option to join by web browser, is that it allows you to join our programs with VIDEO so you'll be able to see and hear everyone. And that is by far the best way to get the most out of ZOOMING.

-----

Please note - if your device asks to access your camera and/or your microphone during the process of opening ZOOM, please ALLOW it. You may also be asked if you'd like to CALL USING INTERNET AUDIO. This is the option you want, so just click it. Without these activated you won't be able to see or hear others. If you are not comfortable having your face appear on video, you can turn the video portion of your call off by clicking on the little camera icon that will be either at the top, bottom or side of your screen (note - if you are using a touch screen device, just tap the top, bottom or side of your screen until you see the menu bar pop up, then activate or deactivate the camera as needed). When the camera or microphone are not active, they will have a slash through them.

--------

To further simplify things for you good folks, we always try and use the same Meeting ID, and I've deactivated the passcode requirement, so no one should need that to get in. I will, however, continue to keep sending it just in case. 

I hope this has provided some helpful hints for you to get involved with ZOOM. If you'd like some help logging in, just let me know by email, and I'll get in touch and try and set something up. We can talk on the phone and I'll try and walk you through it. 

See you on ZOOM!

